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In Fr. Eymard’s footsteps at Lyons 
 

To appreciate better the human and spiritual 
journey of Father Eymard we undertook a pilgrimage 
from 5 to 7 May at Lyons, where he grew in a rich 
milieu of intellectual, mystical and cultural meetings. 
He discovered and also confronted here the misery of 
the working classes. 

The historical context recalled by M-T Joubert 
was helpful. At Lyons the silk industry was in full 
swing. The male and female workers labored under 
living conditions, lodgings and precarious work that 
were inhuman: the days were stressful, very young 
children were put to work. This situation led to the 
uprisings of 1831 and 1834: “revolt of silk workers”. In 
the wake of the 1789 revolution, the Church of France 
was weakened and a wave of anticlerical opposition 
spread through the country.  

Lyons marked a decisive stage for Peter-
Julian Eymard. He heard this call: “Come and follow 
me” (Mk 10:21). He left Monteynard stealthily and 
entered the Marists where he remained 17 years, 
seven of these spent at Lyons. 

Meetings, places, felicitous circumstances, 
undoubtedly the Holy Spirit all shaped Peter-Julian’s 
disposition, guiding him towards his strong 
commitment in loving worship of Jesus, Jesus-
Eucharistic. “I needed Lyons to put me on the path of 
the Cenacle ...” 
 

MEETINGS 
 

Marie-Eustelle Harpain (1814-1842) 

Called the angel of the Eucharist, her mystical life, 
profoundly revealed an unconditional love for Jesus 
Eucharistic: “her love, her all, her only purpose of 
being”. Father Eymard in reading the letters of M-E 
Harpain would note “the impressions that I’ll retain of 

them became for me one of those memories of grace 
that are unforgettable. I can say that this was like the 
aurora of a remarkable favour. I was convinced that 
the virgin of St-Palais was the precursor of this 
triumph of the worship of the adorable Eucharist”. 
 
Pauline Jaricot (1799-1862) 

Coming from a family of rich industrialists, she 
received from her childhood an authentic Christian 
education. On being healed of a grave illness she 
decided to serve God. She chose the poor workers’ 
mode of life. She organized the work of the 
propagation of the faith in 1822 and also founded the 
living Rosary: each member had the duty of reciting a 
prayer daily and of making a weekly offering for the 
missions that are in a critical situation. We visited the 
house of Pauline Jaricot, where the Curé of Ars and 
Father Eymard used to go for prayer, contemplation 
and adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 
 

 
Father Antoine Chevrier (1826-1879) 

Sensitive to the misery around him, he received a 
grace of conversion while meditating on Christmas 
evening on the poverty of the manger. He 
transformed a dance hall, “the Prado,” a place of 
perdition into a venue for teenagers wandering the 
streets. He instructed, catechized and prepared these 
youth for First Communion. Father Eymard would 
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carry out similarly the same pastoral work in Paris 
and attempted to link up with Father Chevrier, but this 
came to nothing.   
 
The mystical school of Lyons 

It is the original power of Catholicism that draws 
together influential thinkers and artists. Father 
Eymard met here the philosopher Blanc de St Bonnet, 
who welcomed him to his manor at St Bonnet le 
Froid, where he was able to draft calmly the rules of 
the Blessed Sacrament Congregation. Here he met 
also Camille Jordan, husband of Nathalie Jordan. 
Father Eymard would forge a friendship with the latter 
of great human and spiritual quality. 
Finally, mention must be made of Marguerite Guillot, 
whose spiritual director Father Eymard would become 
from when he was in charge of the Third Order of 
Mary. She would become his associate in founding 
the Sister Servants of the Blessed Sacrament. 
 

PLACES 
 

Church of St Paul 

On the Feast of Corpus Christi Father Eymard while 
carrying the Blessed Sacrament promised to bring the 
world to the knowledge and love of Our Lord, to 
preach only Jesus Christ and Jesus Christ 
Eucharistic. 
Father Vergel celebrated Mass here; his homily was 
full of the Holy Spirit’s rays of fire. He used the 
analogy of the fermentation and time required for beer 
to bring out the excellence of the nectar. At Lyons 
Father Eymard was on the path towards his objective. 
His moving text profoundly closed our celebration: “on 
25 May, the feast of Corpus Christi, I had the 
remarkable honour of carrying the Blessed 
Sacrament at St Paul’s and my soul truly found its 
centre here… I felt in me a great attraction towards 
Our Lord, never before have I known this so strongly”. 
 
The cathedral of St John 

This place bears witness to the johannine spirituality 
of Father Eymard in the spiritual milieu of Lyons. A 
large Bible was there open before us at the page 
displaying Chapter Three of the Gospel of John: God 
coming among us for love (Jn 3:16).   
 
Church of St Martin d’Ainay 

Father Eymard used to meet his Lyonese friends 
when he celebrated Mass here. 
The church is situated near Castries Street where Mrs 
Jordan lived. We couldn’t restrain our curiosity that 
led us to this address. 
 
The basilica of Our Lady of Fourvière 

In Father Eymard’s day there was only a little chapel. 
The present basilica would be erected and 
consecrated in 1896. Its construction was the fruit of a 
prayer, a promise made by the Archbishop of Lyons if 
his city would be spared from way. 
 

If the basilica overlooks Lyons and presents its 
mosaics, the stained glass and marble are 
unimaginably magnificent, it is in the little chapel 
where Father Eymard often stopped to pray to receive 
the “grace of vocation”, a spiritual and singular grace: 
the Eucharist had not a body of male religious to 
honour it, to make it known. This was the origin of his 
Eucharistic vocation on 21 January 1851. 
His vocation had still to be strengthened and the 
desire for his work had to reach the whole scope of its 
Eucharistic thought. He lived through a period of 
suffering. He had to leave the Society of Mary. He 
would discover the answer during a retreat of 
discernment. He left Lyons for Paris on 30 April 1856 
to found the Society of the Blessed Sacrament. 
 
For this pilgrimage we were welcomed at Colombier 
in a community of the Congregation and we wish to 
show them here our gratitude. We want certainly to 
thank Father Manuel for the mission that he is 
carrying out with dedication and for the detailed 
booklets, that present chronologically the stages of 
our pilgrimage, essential pedagogical aids that 
accompany us beyond our stay in Lyons. Our 
pilgrimage, even if it was tiring, seemed to fill each 
one:  

“I want to learn more about Father Eymard, thank you 
for what you do”;  

“I am amazed by the modernity of this man who 
responded to the needs of his time in announcing the 
love of God in a special way in the gift of Christ in the 
Eucharist. Days like those of Lyons are a help to me”;  

“I experience in Lyons this time as a specially most 
valuable occasion to discover those places that were 
important for Father Eymard where they enabled us 
to share and experience friendship between us, bravo 
for logistics”;  

“A great gratitude for having had a wonderful day 
following Father Eymard’s path, along which each 
stage of his life was traced, and which was woven by 
relationship with God and people. We ask him to 
renew us every day so that we may remain as 
children in the hands of the Lord, always looking to 
the future”.  
 
 
 
MRS BRIGITTE CASSARD 
 
Secretary of the Association  
“The Friends of Father Eymard in Matheysine” 
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Celebration in the Region Cardinal 
Emile Biayenda in the Congo 

 
On the occasion of the day commemorating the 158

th
 

anniversary of the approval of the constitutions of the 
Congregation of the Religious of the Blessed 
Sacrament – 13 May 1856 – 13 May 2014, the 
religious of the Sister Servants of the Blessed 
Sacrament and members of the Aggregation in 
Congo Brazzaville celebrated the joy of living 
together. At Pointe Noire a day of relaxation was 
organized in order to highlight this symbolic day for 
the great Eymardian family. 
 
The Eucharistic celebrations of 5:30 and 6:00 began 
this festivity of the day in the parish community of 
Mpaka at Pointe Noire with mention of Father 
Eymard, “Apostle of the Eucharist”, in the liturgy. 
Immediately after the celebrations an intense fraternal 
moment was shared between the community of 
Mpaka, comprising Fathers Jean Jacques, Blaise, 
Eloi, Brother Gires (internship stage) and two 
aspirants, who were joined by the community of the 
Sister Servants of the Blessed Sacrament: Sisters 
Dolores (the superior), Therese (the treasurer), Maria, 
a novice Christiane and an aspirant. At the Sisters’ 
house this began with the Eucharistic celebration 
presided by Father Jean Jacques, the Regional Vicar. 
In his homily he brought out a parallel between the 
mission of Moses and Father Eymard, showing that 
when the Lord entrusts a mission, no matter how 
difficult, he bestows the strength, courage and 
patience, to say nothing of faith, in order to fulfil it. 
After the celebration of the Eucharist, an excursion 
was arranged on the beach, where a convivial meal 
was shared combining need and pleasure.    
 
On the other hand at Brazzaville the celebration 
began with a talk-discussion animated by Father 
Nicaise Milandou Semo sss, the parish priest of St 
Pierre Claver parish, on the theme: When at 
Brazzaville. Three main points focused this talk: 
history, from the birth of Father Eymard to the 
foundation; the mission of the Congregation; and 
finally the presence of the Congregation in the world 
in general and in Congo Brazzaville in particular. 
Then, there was a Eucharistic celebration presided by 
Father Brel Daouda Malela sss, the Regional 
Superior, who in his homily pointed out that in 
celebrating Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament we 
are celebrating the grace of the Congregation. In his 
address he called each one to entrust him/herself to 
Our Lady, to listen to the voice of Jesus who calls us 
to follow him being united in proclaiming the great 
mystery of our faith and to be already on the path of 

knowing Jesus in the Eucharist in the world. He 
exhorted us to be aware of the noble understanding 
of our mission in proclaiming the Gospel, pioneers of 
the Eucharist, bread of life celebrated, adored and 
lived. 
 
All this was crowned by a fraternal meal in the 
presbytery in community. The talk, Mass and meal 
involved the participation of the religious of the 
Blessed Sacrament, members of the Aggregation of 
the Blessed Sacrament and laity of the parish of St 
Pierre Claver. This day was an occasion of fruitfully 
sharing love and joy. 
 
BR. GIRES YOUNGA, SSS AND  
BR. RODOLPHE MBOYA, SSS 
Scholastics at the end of theology 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Carrying out the 76th Eucharistic 
Week in the Shrine of Adoration, 

Parish of St Benedict 
 
“Our response to this presence of Christ is to enter 
into the dynamism of the Eucharist, With a prayer of 
adoration, of praise and thanksgiving, of reconciliation 
and intercession, as Church and for the world.” (Rule 
of Life, No.30) 
 

 
With joy and gratitude to the Lord we carried out 
during the period from 15 to 22 June 2014 the 76th 
Eucharistic Week of the Archdiocese of Fortaleza. It 
is an event of faith in the Eucharistic Work that came 
to this land and has been set up for 76 years by the 
Religious of the Blessed Sacrament, which in honour 
of the Holy Eucharist fulfil their mission in this 
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archdiocesan Shrine of adoration. It is a week that 
among other celebrations is consecrated to reflecting 
on and receiving the Eucharistic treasures revealed 
by our Lord. 
 
During this festival the whole SSS family, with the 
religious of the Archdiocese of Fortaleza, and 
hundreds of the faithful, led by the Archbishop, Dom 
José Antônio Aparecido Tosi, have celebrated the 
Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ. The 
celebration began at 4:00 p.m. after praise of the 
Lord. At 5:30 p.m. at the end of Holy Mass Dom José 
Antônio gave the first Benediction of the Blessed 
Sacrament in the Shrine. Then he led the procession 
of the Blessed Sacrament to the church of Our Lady 
of Carmel, where there was the second Benediction. 
The procession continued to the Metropolitan 
Cathedral of Fortaleza, where the third Benediction 
was given and where this day of Eucharistic 
celebration ended. 
 
FR. JACKSON FROTA, SSS 
Parish Priest 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Corpus Christi 2014 in Rome 
 

On the afternoon of Sunday 22 June 2014 the 
parish community of Our Lady of the Blessed 
Sacrament and the Canadian Martyrs gathered to 
celebrate the Solemnity of the Body and Blood of 
Christ, Corpus Christi. The most suitable place for 
such a celebration in the summer heat of Rome was 
the splendid piazza of the German Academy near the 
parish church.  

 
Father Eugênio Barbosa Martins, our Superior 

General, presided surrounded by Blessed Sacrament 
confreres of our General Curia, Fathers of the parish 
and other priests. There were present members of 
Neocatechumenate Way, a presence that is very 
significant in the parish by the arrangement of the 
altar for the celebration, the style of attractive and 
involving songs, and the Communion under two kinds 
of the Body and Blood of Christ, which is now a 
tradition in our parish.  

 
The very Eucharistic emphasis was brought 

out in the homily during the liturgy of the Word, 
insofar as the focus was on the double character of 
the celebration of Corpus Christi, namely, the 
celebration of the Eucharist itself, and then the 
Procession for this day. “If there is something that 

doesn’t have bounds as regards gift and time, it is the 
Eucharist” – Father Eugênio said at the beginning of 
his homily. He continued then underlining that “we 
exalt the Body and Blood of the Lord on the feast of 
Corpus Christ: it is a solemnity of exquisite 
Eucharistic flavour, that the Church introduced to 
bring to the fore the value of the sacrament of the 
altar, a sacrament of love.” Nevertheless, Father 
Eugênio recalled also the essential implications of the 
Eucharist, indicating out three features or pointers 
that, according to Pope Francis, tell us that we are 
truly living the Eucharist: the first is our manner of 
looking on and considering others; the second is the 
grace of experiencing that we are forgiven and ready 
to forgive; and the third is evidenced by the relation 
between the Eucharistic celebration and the life of our 
Christian communities. 
 

 
He went on to say, always quoting the Holy 

Father, “the Eucharist is not something that we do. 
[...] No. It is an action of Christ! It is Christ who works, 
he is on the altar. [...] Through the Eucharist, Christ 
wants to come into our lives and permeate them with 
his grace. Let us thus live the Eucharist in a spirit of 
faith, prayer, forgiveness, repentance, joy, the joy of 
community, concern for the needy and for the needs 
of so many brothers and sisters, in the certainty that 
the Lord will accomplish what he has promised: 
eternal life."  

 
In concluding his homily and as a help to live 

well the characteristic feature of the feast of Corpus 
Christi – namely, to render public honour to Christ in 
the Eucharist - Father Eugênio recalled the most 
beautiful experience at the same solemnity of Corpus 
Christi at St Paul’s in Lyons, of St Peter-Julian whom 
the recently canonized Pope John XXIII called the 
“Apostle of the Eucharist”: “I had the great honour of 
carrying the Blessed Sacrament in the procession to 
the church of St Paul and my soul experienced great 
benefit from it. It was penetrated by faith and love for 
Jesus in the Eucharist. Those two hours seemed to 
me like a moment. I laid at the feet of our Lord: the 
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Church, my country, Catholics, the Society [of the 
Marists], myself. My heart felt as if it was under a 
winepress on that occasion; I could have desired so 
much that all hearts were in mine!” 
 

 
Surely Father Eugênio was animated by the 

same sentiments of our Father Founder while he had 
also the privileged honour of carrying the Blessed 
Sacrament on this Sunday of June 2014, exactly a 
hundred and sixty nine years after our Father 
Founder, St Peter-Julian Eymard. Thus the 
celebration didn’t close without the traditional 
Procession through the streets and alleys of the 
parish. Children, youths and adults formed an 
impressive procession, with the beautiful canopy 
indicating the Presence of our King and Lord in the 
Blessed Sacrament. The homage shown to Jesus in 
the Eucharist didn’t come only from those 
participating in the celebration; the sense of devotion 
was evident also through the gestures of veneration 
and respect of passers-by or those who from their 
houses heard us sing. The whole celebration ended 
in the parish church with solemn Benediction. 

 
So, “may Jesus Christ in the most Holy and 

Divine Sacrament be praised” and A.R.T.E.! 
 
 
FR. YVES MAXIM SAGNA, SSS 
 
 
 
 
 

 

         
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Feast of Corpus Christi 
in the parish of St Monica 

 
For 11 years each year the parish of St Monica has 
organised a Eucharistic Week in preparing Christians 
to celebrate in a fruitful way the feast of the Body and 
Blood of Christ (Blessed Sacrament). Different from 
other years a special new feature marked this year. 
For, Father Barthélemy Kangu sss, the parish priest 
transformed the Eucharistic Week into a Eucharistic 
Novena. 
 
This Eucharistic Novena took place from the 9

th
 to 

17
th
 June, 2014, and had as its theme: “Jesus Christ 

– Bread broken for the life of the world” (Jn 6:51-58). 
During the nine days Fathers Barthélemy Kangu sss, 
Jean Paul Luzolo and Brother Donat Bilo pointed out 
to the people the importance of the Eucharist as the 
presence of Jesus Christ Bread broken for the life of 
the world. Each day there was catechesis followed by 
recitation of the rosary of Our Lady of the Blessed 
Sacrament, which was led by members of the 
Aggregation of the Blessed Sacrament and adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament exposed. This novena it 
must be noted was attended by many people 
participating and ended by a Mass of thanksgiving. 
However, to keep the spirit of the Eucharistic Week on 
Thursday 19

th
 June the parish of St Monica welcomed 

into its midst consecrated male and female religious, 
and priests for a talk on adoration. The talk was given 
by Brother Donat Bilo, followed by an hour of 
adoration that ended with a fraternal agape.  
 
In keeping with the significance of being a preparation 
for Corpus Christi, on Saturday 21

st
 June we 

celebrated the baptism of 148 school children. On the 
22

nd
 June, the very day of Corpus Christi, the 

Eucharistic celebration was presided by Father Jean 
Mayele, a delegate of the bishop, who also conferred 
the sacrament of confirmation to 24 youth while 207 
children received their First Communion. Moreover, 
laity formed to be extraordinary ministers of 
Communion were also officially commissioned in the 
course of this Mass. It must be said that everything 
took place in a festive atmosphere. This celebration 
involved a participation of 6000 persons and ended 
with a procession of the Blessed Sacrament 
throughout the parish. 
 
 
FR. BARTHÉLEMY KANGU SSS 
Parish Priest of St Monica’s parish 
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The experiences during my stay 
in La Mure 

 
I would like to begin this article with the 

inspiration from Psalm 126:5 which shows the joy of 
those who sow in tears yet rejoice during the 
harvesting time. This psalm reminds me of the year 
2008, after my first profession of Religious vow, when 
I was sent to the Democratic Republic of Congo 
(RDC) for the Theological studies (RDC is a French 
speaking country, yet Uganda; my country is an 
English speaking country and since infancy, I was 
brought up speaking English). So you can imagine 
going there to begin studies! To make the long story 
short, I hated French because of being very 
complicated yet I was given four months to master it 
and begin classes during the second semester.  

Around mid November of last year, 2013, 
those were five months after my presbyteral 
ordination, I received a letter from Fr. Poli Ty sss, my 
provincial Superior, informing me that Fr. General 
was requesting for my consent to go to La Mure for 
the period of 3 months. 

I arrived at Lyon international airport; on the 
11

th
 of January 2014.  

 
My presence in La Mure 

The most touching experience is my “being 
there at La Mure”. I began with this feeling of joy and 
peace as I imagined that I am passing through the 
same routes where our Founder passed everyday. As 
I woke up daily, I looked through the window which 
faces the exact chapel in which Eymard was 
baptized, served mass daily and where he went 
always for prayers and adoration. I even tried to 
imagine that he was always a head of me leading 
every step I was moving. 

Being at the house where he was born and 
grew up made me even feeling more proud of being 
his disciple. Three days after my arrival, all my 
thoughts were directed towards climbing up to the hill 
of the three crosses. As I climbed there, I tried to 
imagine that I was really walking with him. While 
there, I knelt down and prayed some prayers in his 
honor, I thanked the Lord for the gift of my vocation to 
the religious life, for this gift of being at La Mure and I 
prayed for the whole Sacramentino family. In fact at 
the end, I even shed tears of joy. 
 
The celebration of the Eucharist 

As our Rule of Life states it: “The celebration 
of the memorial of the Lord is at the center of our 
personal and communal life” (RL 21). I had a nice 
experience of the celebration of the Eucharist. For the 
first week of my stay, I was concelebrating and 

observing. During the second week, I was put on the 
programme and I also began celebrating. I cannot fail 
to recall the first experience of preaching in French. It 
was a Sunday at the Church of St. Theoffrey. The 
mass was attended by a population of about 30 
Christians. After the mass, I saw how these people 
were happy to be in the mass and how they thanked 
me for the efforts I put in to prepare my homily. I was 
so happy.  

At La Mure, each priest has one week of 
celebrating but most amazing is that at every mass, 
the community celebrates together and then other 
activities continue according to the order of the day. 
Christians participate though most are old people. 
Though I could not celebrate with the same love and 
zeal as did Fr. Eymard, I always tried to imitate him 
and always I asked for his help before celebrating. 
Other times, I celebrated masses at the retreat 
houses where I could meet different people 
transfigured by sickness, especially at Corps. 
 
Participation in the community as well as parish 
activities 

I am very thankful for the brothers that they 
fully integrated me in the programme and activities of 
the community. Apart from celebrating masses, 
funerals, etc. I was fully involved in the activities. The 
Parish Priest, Fr. Moudilou, invited me to participate 
at the parish executive meeting. I was always with 
him and despite the fact that I always wanted to 
listen, I was also involved in discussions. Besides 
that, I was always with him in visiting the small 
Christian communities (relais), and here, I did the 
same as in the parish executive meetings. Receiving 
some couples preparing themselves for marriage, 
children for baptism, etc.  

What surprised me was to see how the 
French people value work. Daytime is for work and all 
these meetings took place during the night time. I was 
also involved in visiting the sick and giving them 
communion. During the Week for the Unity of the 
Christians, I actively participated and I also made a 
presentation on the first chapter of the recent 
apostolic letter of Pope Francis. 

In the community, I loved the system 
organized for cooking. As our cook prepared only 
during lunch, we organized ourselves whereby each 
one of us had two days of cooking for the community. 
I prepared every Monday and Tuesday of the week. 
Sometimes I prepared in the Ugandan way but they 
had to eat. It was so amazing. 

Most of my free time was spent on reading the 
writings of our Founder as well as the writings on the 
Founder and especially the seventeen volumes. In 
fact I had never got time before to read any of these 
writings. 
 
The climate 

Ever since infancy, I was hearing of winter, 
snow without knowing the exact meaning. All this time 
I spent at La Mure was the winter time. I had never 
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felt the meaning of coldness, never put on bigger and 
heavy jackets and shoes, gloves on hands and heavy 
hats on the head. I had never seen everything the 
eyes fall on painted in white as wool! Yet at certain 
times, all these were of advantage to me because 
sometimes I could go and play in snow, snow inspired 
my homilies as I was seeing how it falls in small 
portions yet at the end they make hills. One time, the 
community went for skating in the mountains with 
friends. All these moments were sometimes 
challenging, joyful yet full of lessons. 
 
Conclusion 

To make the long story short, I began this 
article by saying that: “Those who sow in tears rejoice 
while reaping”. Basing on the history of my life, many 
things I was doing in tears have now made me to 
reap in joy. French which I studied with lots of 
difficulties led me to priesthood, going to La Mure and 
see with my eyes where our Founder was born and 
serve there, on airports now I find it easy to pass (no 
more communication problems.  

Special thanks to Fr. General and his council 
who gave me this opportunity, to my provincial 
Superior who accepted me, to all the brothers of 
France who arranged the necessary documents for 
my journey, the La Mure community which welcomed 
me so much and to my community of Masaka, which 
allowed me to go. 
 
What I have realized in life is that: “We have different 
personalities, weaknesses, strength, differences and 
similarities but there’s never an obstacle to the one 
who loves”. In whatever I did, “I did my best, though 
human weaknesses sometimes can’t miss”. 
 
At last, I lean on Jesus’ word: “My grace is enough for 
you”. (2Cor. 2, 9). 
 
The La Mure project is for all Sacramentinos. 
Wherever you are, feel free if invited to go and give in 
a hand. For me, I have already done something. 
Tomorrow it is your turn. 
 
Adveniat Regnum Tuum Eucharisticum. 
 
 
FR. JOSEPH MATOVU, SSS 
 
 
 

 
 

         
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Thanks from the Philippines 
 

May 15, 2014 
Dear SSS Fathers & Brothers, 
 

Greetings of Peace in Jesus, our Eucharist! 
On behalf of the Provincial Council, I would 

like to express our grateful thanks for the support and 
generosity of various people who helped us in the 
best way that they could during those moments of 
experiencing trials and difficulties brought about by 
the typhoon Yolanda. Indeed, the said calamity had 
caused all mixed up emotions of sadness and pains 
because of the lost of many lives and loved ones of 
our parishioners mostly from Blessed Sacrament 
Parish in Tigbao, Tacloban City, administered by the 
Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament. 

In a very special way, we wish to 
acknowledge the financial assistance that you 
extended to help them faced this great trial with 
renewed hope, vigor and enthusiasm. The amount 
that you donated formed part of the two million and 
five hundred thousand pesos (P2.5M) grant for the 
Livelihood and Financial Assistance Program that the 
Council approved based on the proposals submitted 
by Fr. Muriel Uy, sss Parish Priest of the Blessed 
Sacrament Parish in Tacloban.  

Rest assured always that all your intentions 
will be remembered and prayed for especially in times 
of our adoration and celebration of the Eucharist. 

Sincerely yours in Jesus and Mary, 
 
FR. ROEL DE LA CRUZ, SSS 
Provincial Treasurer 
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Yvon Daigneault, sss 

Nous,  
les prêtres… 
Éditions Congrégation du 
Très-St-Sacrement 
2014,168 pages 
 
Born in 1929 and ordained 
a priest in 1956, Father 
Yvon Daigneault is 
publishing his eighth book. 
When celebrating the 50

th
 

anniversary of the opening 
of the Second Vatican Council, one cannot forget that 
at its very first session Pope John XXIII canonized the 
Founder of the Congregation of the Blessed 
Sacrament, Peter-Julian Eymard (1811-1868). “This 
man of fire had been seized by the love of Christ 
revealed in his Eucharist and he wanted to extend it 
to his contemporaries”. It is the same fire that is 
manifest in the last book by Father Daigneault. 
According to his editor Anne Sigier, “Christ is 
rendered present in his priests in a very particular 
way in reading this book”. The author has 
endeavoured in teaching, preaching and parish work, 
but throughout his long experience, this is above all 
the intensity of his bond with Christ Jesus springing 
humbly in the course of his profound meditations that 
are marked by an authentic love of Jesus. 
 

 
Reply of Pope Francis 

 

This simple challenging book shows a great 
understanding of the life and ministry of priests in the 
heart of today’s turbulent society. There are two 
questions to which the author wishes to offer a 
valuable response: “Who are we, priests? And what 
do we say of Jesus?” Servant of the Word and the 
Eucharist, Father Daigneault, without sentimentality 
or detour, places himself as one of the disheartened 
pilgrims refreshed on the road to Emmaus, as a 
colleague of the weak faith of the Apostle Thomas, 
who finally discovers his Lord and God, the distributor 
of bread to hungry crowd, an astonished companion 
at the miraculous catch. Through his vibrant and 
attractive reflections, illustrated discretely by beautiful 
evangelical allusions, the author constantly returns to 
the desire of Jesus in choosing his apostles so that 
they may be first with him, even before being sent out 
on their mission. This mission can’t be understood 
apart from this close friendship. “Remain in my love! I 
tell you this so that my joy may be in you and your joy 
may be perfect”. What Father Daigneault has wished 
to communicate ceaselessly as the theme reiterated 
by his life and writings is: that we “remain” in the love 
of Jesus. This is a resource book of high quality 
because it sincerely and humbly can be shared at 
meetings of priests. 
 
+ FRANÇOIS THIBODEAU, EUDIST 
 
 
 

 R I P  
 
The death of a brother will be celebrated as a Paschal 
event filled with hope. We shall faithfully carry out the 
prescribed prayers for our deceased (RL 13). 

 
N. 1464 - Father Leo KUCHAR 

Province : O. L. of the Blessed Sacrament 
Community: Wien, Austria 
Died: 19 July 2014 
Age : 86 
Profession : 63 Priesthood: 54 

 
N. 1465 - Father Leonardo BETTONI 

Province : O. L. of the Blessed Sacrament 
Community: Ponteranica, Italy 
Died: 24 July 2014 
Age : 75 
Profession : 51 Priesthood: 47 

 
N. 1466 - Father Joseph Dang Van Quy 

Province : Vietnamese Martyrs 
Community: Hai Duong, Vietnam 
Died: 25 July 2014 
Age : 91 
Profession : 36 Priesthood: 61 


